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HELEN

V.

GILL

Among Other Things Where, Oh
Where, Has the Summer Gone?
An Editorial

The Cover
The cover of this late-summer issue is a collage of actual pages from Samuel Worchester's
A Primer of the English Language for the Use of
Families and Schools published in 1826. As you
can see, three young children are seated under a
shade tree orally reading the story that slants
down the center of the page. The story focuses
on how a Sunday school teacher has taken a student named Lydia to the church graveyard to
teach a lesson about immortality. Nila Banton
Smith in her book American Reading Instruction
calls the curricular behavior of this time period
(from 1777 to 1840) the naturalistic-moralistic
movement. Because our new nation has now been
formed, reading materials were designed to inspire loyalty while retaining a religious flavor.
Hence, within the covers, you are likely to see
patriotic titles and selections as well as moralis-
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tic emphases. Furthermore, according to Smith,
eloquent oral reading was the expected outcome
for every student in the classroom.
For the benefit of those readers who would like
to explore other readers published during this
time period, I would like to suggest (a) The
Union, No. V, (b) The Teacher Taught, (c) A New
Guide to the English Tongue, and (d) the New
England Primer. To give you a glimpse of what
you may see, pages 10 and 11 of the New England Primer are shown below. Again notice the
mixture of religious and moralistic overtones
even in this simple alphabet book for very young
children.

The Current Issue

The present late-summer issue of the Journal
contains four articles, a special feature, and new
advertisements from the Michigan Reading Association and the International
Reading Association. In the first
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cultural in-depth. In the third
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article, Daphne Ntiri and
Lindiwe Lester share a proGHIJKLM
cess for developing a
self-evaluative instrument that
may be used to improve the de-
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livery of adult literacy and may help to reduce
attrition. In the fourth article, Sue Szczepanski
tells how to nurture very young writers. Finally,
as a special feature, Vera Milz reviews forty-two
children's books and shares several book jackets
for our enjoyment.
In conclusion, I must remind you to take a
minute to peruse the MRA personnel page. Please
note that we have several new elected officers.

Also I would like to take this opportunity to thank
three new reviewers, Dr. Jim Burns of Western
Michigan University, Dr. V. James Garofalo of
Aquinas College, and Dr. Barbara Reinken of
Grand Valley State University, for accepting my
invitation to join the Editorial Review Board.
Due to the tardiness of the present issue, it will
soon be followed by the regular fall issue; so
please get those manuscripts in the mail.
Sincerely yours,

Helen Gill
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